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A Community
Order

A Community Order is part of the
Criminal Justice Act 2003.
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Information for patients



A Community Order allows the
court to make special rules
instead of sending you to prison.

There are many parts or
‘requirements’ to a Community
Order, one of which is mental

health treatment.

It cannot be made unless
you agree to the terms of
the order.

A Community Order cannot
be for longer than 3 years.

If you leave the hospital without

permission during the Community

Order, the court can send you to
prison for the total sentence.
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